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Surf ’n’ salsa

N ocean of swivelling hips and

swaying bodies will wash over

{ urfers Paradise beach when the

biggest Latin dance event staged in
Queensland goes down on Saturday.

Latin on the Beach, a l4-hour
celebration of Latin dance and culture,
will incorporate dance workshops, two
of south-cast Queensland’s hottest salsa
bands and some spicy performances
from the sort of movers and shakers
your mother warned you about,

The event, which is being held to
benefit the Surfers Paradise Surf
Lifesaving Club, will take place in a
2500sq m party zone that will extend
from the volleyball courts opposite the
surf club up to the watchtower.

Organiser Lenny Baeza expects big
crowds for the sun-drenched party, with
police on standby to close off The
Esplanade if the event bursts its banks.

“The target is 5000, but we're hoping
to gel twice that number,”™ Baeza says.
“The Latin music scenc on the Gold
Coast is so strong right now, with Latin
and non-Latin people embracing the
culture pretty much asa way of life.”

The Latin
music scene
on the Gold
Coast is

SO strong
right now

Latin on the Beach'’s Lenny Baeza

Things kick off at midday on
Saturday with live music from Los
Mambises, an 11-picce Latin orchestra
with a reputation for getting any
party started.

Salsa, merengue and samba
performances  from  some  of
Quecnsland’s top dance studios will run
all day, with the floor clearing in
between shows for Latin  dance
workshops for beginners.

Those new skills will be put to the
test at 7pm, when the party moves
upstairs to the Surf Lifesaving Club for
a live performance from the Coast’s
premiere salsa band, Latinfire, who will
keep things moving until 2am.

A recovery breakfast is scheduled for
10am on Sunday at the Hard Rock Cafe.

Victoria Szabo and Dion Lane show off their Salsa style

s,

Latin dancers Fabio Simoes and Kate Bragley have all the right moves for this weekend's

Latin on the Beach festival

. SALSA, meaning ‘spicy’ or ‘saucy’, is the
most popular Latin dance form in the
western world, It evolved from the mambo, but
cmphasises different rhythms.

The basic step is illustrated below and features
seven movements — a forward step with the left, tap
with the right, feet back together, back with the
right, tap with the Icft and back together. There are
variations on how the basic movements are
performed throughout the world and controversy
over which beat dancers should *break” (or change
direction) on.

Latin on the Beach honcho Lenny Bacza, a
pioneer of the Latin dance scene in Queensland,
says the dance originated as a passionale, clegant
dance style for couples.

Modern salsa, an open, handheld style, grew
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from that and made many more moves available in
the process. “But it can still be a very close,
passionate style,” he says.

Salsa has its roots in Cuban music and the
Clave, an infectious beat of African origin known
for its compelling rhythm.

The Mambo, Cha Cha and Salsa arc innovations
born from Latin migration to North America,
particularly New York, in the first haif of the 20th
century, when Latin styles intermingled with the
jazz and swing of black America. The first
recorded use of the word salsa was in 1937 in the
Cuban composer Ignacio Pieras” record Echale
Salsaita, which translates as ‘spice it up a little”.

In the song he was referring to the bland food he
was served during a US tour, but the name stuck
and the rest is history.

Dancing on the ‘One’ (and the ‘Five’)
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Break on the ‘one’, then follow the cycle through beat #8
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